South Texas Provides Unique Archery
Challenge By Nick Pinizzotto [

Appalachian Whitetails Owner [£

It was the end of another long day at work and | was anxiously working my way toward the parking
garage when my hip tingled with the vibration of my cell phone. Not recognizing the number, | was a
little reluctant to answer, but as usual, the curiosity got the best of me.

The southern accent of the woman on the other line
~ |had me immediately thinking telemarketer, that is until

| she introduced herself as Nancy from First Point Bow-
hunting located in Maverick County, Texas. Then, it all
came back to me. My booth at an archery show | at-
{tended earlier in the year was adjacent to theirs, and |
" | mentioned at the time | would be interested in bowhunt-
*_|ing their ranch should they have any cancellations. As
usual, they were booked for the season, and to be hon-
est, | never expected to hear back from them.

Now | was faced with a decision. They had a three-
Prickly Pear Cactus is one of many plant species day hunt available, and | had the same three days open
that will have you watch where you’re walking. On my calendar. This was too much of a coincidence

for me not to recognize, so | headed straight for my
computer to check out plane ticket prices. Before | knew it, | was flying to San Antonio, from where |
would drive an additional two hours into south Texas, just 30 miles from the Mexico border, to the
ranch.

Before this hunt, all | knew about hunting in south
Texas was it was primarily ground hunting, and it was
common to use naturally built blinds. How tough could
it be, right?

Shortly after arriving at camp | was paired up with my |
pasture mate, who | would share approximately 500
acres with. As luck would have it, Dale Land was a
Texas native and had plenty of experience hunting at
First Point Bowhunting.

After a few minutes of socializing, Dale asked me two
questions | wasn’t used to hearing just prior to a bow-
hunt. The two questions were, do you have any corn or  p yiew from inside a newly constructed ground
a shovel? The startled look on my face must have been pjind.
enough for him to realize that | had no clue what | was
in for. If the ranch manger Mike Palmer saying, “the corn truck runs between 2 p.m. and 4 p.m.” did-
n’t clue me in, the conversation with Dale certainly did.
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After a quick lesson on building a blind, including digging out
i{ ./ [the bottom so you can sit below brush level, | figured | knew all |
™= [needed to know about outsmarting a wily Texas whitetail buck.

(| For the first night, | hunted from an existing blind that was built
&a - |a couple of weeks or so before | had arrived. Peering through

« [ the small openings in the front, | could barely make out the dirt

% |road 25 yards in front of me. Although | wasn’t too keen on the
idea of hunting over a road, the locals convinced me that | didn’t
stand a chance if | didn’t.

My watch read 3:15 p.m. when the “corn truck” zoomed by

" | spouting small amounts of corn onto the roadway. | chuckled to
. |myself as | remembered Dale saying, “when that truck comes
1| by, get ready because a hot doe may entice a big buck out of
the brush as she feeds along the road.”

| As ifthe corn truck had dropped the deer off in front of me,

'~ [there they were looking right at me from the road. | thought |

: = |was hidden well enough, but it was obvious that these deer
knew the blind was there, and that | was in it. A mature doe and
decent eight-point took about ten seconds to decide they better
get out of harm’s way. That was the first of many times | was
spotted in my blind by deer well before | spotted them.

Nick Pinizzotto

Nick Pinizzotto and hunting partner
Dale Land of Texas.

| spent the better part of the next day walking around scouting the pasture, and trying to locate the
perfect spot to build a good blind. During my travels, | spotted a dandy ten-point that | estimated to
be in the 140 inch to 150 inch class. That was enough to keep me motivated because my time sitting
in the blinds hadn’t been very productive.

Talking with the guys at camp, it seemed that the action overall wasn’t very good. The rut was on,
but it wasn’t at its peak, with just a few reports of hot does being chased.

On a three-day hunt, the end comes quickly and, before you know it, you’re down to the last day.

| spent the better part of my second afternoon building a blind that even the locals could be proud
of. | found an area that showed the signs of a good buck, and decided | would finish up my hunt in
that location.

During my first evening in the blind, | had several does walk by without detecting my presence. If
nothing else, | at least knew that | did a good job of constructing the blind. Despite not seeing any
bucks, | felt good about the next morning, which would be my last on the ranch.

The desert temperature dropped to the low 30s, which made me feel right at home. After scraping
the frost from the gear | left out overnight, | anxiously made my way to the blind.

Just before getting into position, | squirted an ample amount of Apparition™ Dead Red territorial
scent along the road about 20 yards from my blind. If there was a big buck in the area, he would
surely come along to see who was invading his territory.

Not long after daylight, just as the coyotes ended their morning howling session, | could hear the
sound of hooves on the gravel road ahead of me. With only two small holes to peer through, it was



killing me to not be able to see fully the big bodied deer that was investigating the scent | put out
earlier. | could see a large body behind the brush, but | couldn’t tell if this was the big buck | traveled
there for.

Suddenly | came to the realization that although | couldn’t
tell if the deer in front of me was a shooter, I'd better get into
position as | had only a small window of shooting opportunity,
and it may happen fast.

Unfortunately for me, it was a cold and quiet morning, with
every little sound being magnified. As | slowly removed my
hand from my pocket to attach my release, the slight sound of
my hand brushing my jacket material caused the deer to raise
his head.

| couldn’t believe my eyes as the massive buck with a stun-
ningly dark rack lifted his head to investigate the noise. After
about 20 seconds, the giant buck turned and retreated in the
direction he came from. Under most circumstances, | would
have been extremely disappointed, but the fact that | was able
to get that close to such a magnificent animal was a thrill. Pasture roads provide the best opportu-

| wouldn'’t fill my tag on this trip, but the experience of hunt-  nity for a shot as deer emerge from the
ing whitetails in a totally foreign environment, using tactics that brush to feed.
| was completely unfamiliar with, was worth the time and
money invested.

| returned to camp and said my goodbyes to the new friends | made while on the trip. All but three of
the 20 hunters in camp were native Texans. | was surprised to learn that leasing time on ranches
was about the only way for them to get access to good hunting property.

A three-day hunt was a small window of time to learn the ins and outs of hunting south Texas
whitetails, but | learned enough over that time to be better prepared for the next trip, which | hope to
have the opportunity to take in the future.

What You Will Need

high quality blind

stool or chair

shovel

corn (available everywhere in Texas)

* & o o

+ gloves for brushing
+ scent eliminator (it's much warmer there)
+ snake-proof boos (seasonal)
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Tips for Success

Practice shooting from a seated position. It is unlikely you will be able to stand up in your blind to
get a shot.

Don’t move! It's amazing how adept these deer are at locating you in your blind.

Practice ground hunting at home. If you're used to always hunting from a stand, blind hunting is a
totally different ball game.

Contact your outfitter ahead of time to get clarification on all of their rules. For instance, there is a
$500 fine for shooting an immature buck at First Point Bowhunting.

The rut in south Texas begins in early December. Use similar calling and scent tactics as you
would in other areas of the country.

If you are flying, be sure your bow is safely secured in a hard case. It is counted as one luggage
item by the airlines.

Be on the lookout for hogs, coyotes, cattle, and a variety of other animals that inhabit this area.
You never know what you're going to see.

Where | Hunted

First Point Bowhunting
Maverick County, Texas
Mike and Nancy Palmer

Call 830.988.2019

Visit their website:
www.firstpointbowhunting.com



http://www.firstpointbowhunting.com�

	A view from inside a newly constructed ground blind. 

	Prickly Pear Cactus is one of many plant species that will have you watch where you’re walking. 

	South Texas Provides Unique Archery Challenge

	Nick Pinizzotto and hunting partner Dale Land of Texas.

	Pasture roads provide the best opportunity for a shot as deer emerge from the brush to feed.

	Planning a South Texas Hunt?



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJDFFile false

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /Description <<

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /FRA <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /PTB <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



